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Dear Parents and Carers,

We have reached the end of an unprecedented term and have faced many
challenges, which no one could have predicted. The school does not seem the
same without the buzz and excitement from the children when they are all in.
I would like to say well done and thank you to you all, for all you have
achieved in this time. Not only have you had to continue with the day-to-day
challenges we all face, but you have also had to become the facilitators of
your children’s learning.
I know that many of you have worked hard in helping your children to access
the suggested learning that we have been putting online. We have seen some
amazing examples of work, where everyone has tried their best, which is all
we can ask for. Well done. Some have found this more challenging than
others, which is totally understandable. Every child is unique with their own
learning needs and some of you have 3 or 4 different types of learning happening at the same time which, with the different dynamics of the family setup added into the mix, is an absolutely huge challenge to do as well as trying
to keep the equilibrium of the household.
Please, if you are someone who has found the learning challenging, do not
feel that you are failing. You may feel that your children are showing signs
of regressing, going backwards in some of their behaviours. This is a perfectly normal reaction; it is their way of coping, especially when they don’t
know how to express or even understand themselves how they are feeling.
Just go with them and support them and when they are ready, they will progress again. The government have set guidance for helping supporting children and young people with their mental health and wellbeing: https://
www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supportingchildren-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing

I would like to say that it is not very often that we get to spend so much
time with our children and although it is not in circumstances that we
would wish for, we need to take this situation and try and focus on the positive things that can come from it in a time of such turmoil. Our children
are a gift to us and they are our future. Please take this opportunity to do
things with your children that you otherwise would not get the chance to.
It is the communication that we have with children that is the most powerful. Why not teach them new skills, explore your hobbies and their interests, share the love of learning – there is more to learning than just the curriculum. Here are just a few ideas that you could try:
Build a den
play shops – learning about the value of money
camp out in the
front room
tell stories

Bake

make dinner together
make a picnic for
in the garden
make sandwiches
in strange shapes

plant some seeds /
grow veg
make a log of how
plants grow
start a wormery

bird watching

design a poster to
put in your window
create a family
gallery of all your
artwork
create a collage

try knitting
make playdough

make cards for
people
make a puppet
theatre

make a book
where you each
add something
indoor treasure
hunt

read together

make indoor restaurant and serve
the family

create a bug hotel

papier Mache

board games

finger puppets

sock puppets

learn to cook
something new

make a fitness
routine for your
family
make handprint
pictures and write
messages around
the hands

make a scrapbook

photo diary

play hopscotch

make a time capsule

make something
new out of old
clothes

learn some magic
tricks

make a family variety performance

weave something

learn to sew

coronagraph a
dance to a favourite family track
night time skywatch with hot
choc
play charades

make a small
world for characters

I am sure you have come up with many more creative things to do. Why
not share your brilliant ideas on our Facebook page?

Over the Easter holidays we want you to enjoy your time as a family – it is
an official holiday from school after all. If the school continues to be
closed after the Easter holiday we will continue to put the learning on the
website for you. Please do not feel that it is compulsory and that you have
to do everything and keep up with the work. The main focus of this is to
help give you some guidance and the children some routine. The routine,
however you plan it, will help the children to feel safe and secure when so
much has changed around them, you could even make the routine with
them. It is the act of keeping the mind active that is important – sharing
stories, reading things together, playing together and all the other activities
and skills that you do together count towards this. Ask the questions:
How? Why? What do you think? And you’ll be amazed at some of the answers you will get.

Lastly, on the back page of this newsletter are two very important certificates that I wanted to share with you. Don’t forget to have a look.
We truly look forward to the day we can open the school to you again and
welcome you back with open arms. In the meantime, if you need us, please
send an email into the office.
Take care of yourselves and your loved ones and stay safe.
Mrs Tombleson

