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Hello from all of us. We love our face to face contact with our families 

and children, but the current Covid19 lockdown has meant that phone 

calls and video calls have now become our primary way of communi-

cating.  

Portage home visitors continue to work together with all our parents 

and carers to support children and families during this uncertain 

time.  We would like to reassure our families that we will continue to 

support your child’s needs by staying in contact and offering our service 

remotely.   

Our team can provide fortnightly phone calls giving advice, strategies 

and activities to support your family. We have also found that giving 

advice leaflets on Covid19 and sign posting to other services has been 

important at this time.  

The service has been working with other professionals to link up and 

support families using the Local Offer as a focal point.  

 

Click here for resources recommended by the Early Years SEN Adviso-

ry Team. 

 

We will continue to support you in anyway we can through telephone, 

video call and email, just let the team know your preference. We hope 

that very soon we will be knocking on your door and spending time 

with you as we used to, but until then we are here for you virtually.   

We hope this newsletter finds you all safe and well. The following will 

give an update on our teams and their services. 

https://www.iow.gov.uk/localoffer
https://www.iow.gov.uk/azservices/documents/3014-Early-Years-Online-Resources-for-Children-and-Families.pdf
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Prior to the Covid 19 crisis, one of our parents was signposted by their Portage 

home visitor to REMAP.  

REMAP custom-make equipment to support disabled children and adults in living 

with greater independence.  

The Ridett family reported:  

 

“We are so fortunate to have been recommended a company called 

REMAP - They are an amazing charity run by extremely talented retired en-

gineers. They make bespoke switches and all sorts, not just for children, but 

people of all ages who have limited mobility.  This is just the first step into 

the world of switches for Esme - to help encourage communication and in-

dependence through play! 

We are both so happy with our experience and would love others to benefit 

from such an invaluable charity.”   

 

Esme with her bespoke Switch 

Short Breaks Coordinator, Danielle Wharton, can be contacted on 823168.   

With the current situation all short breaks sessions have been put on hold, how-

ever, providers have put together some virtual activities and are keeping in con-

tact with regular attendees.  

Whilst providers are unable to run their Short Breaks sessions, they have put to-

gether support resources for Short Breaks children and young people. Please see 

page 6 for information on Virtual Activities from Short Breaks.  

https://www.remap.org.uk/
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We are still here!  

We hope this update finds you and your family safe and well. The Schools Speech 

and Language Support Team have been working hard to continue to support our 

children and young people, schools, colleges and families in the current circum-

stances. You can see full details of our interim offer of support on our Local Offer 

page, but here are some key updates about how we are working at the moment.  

The team have been busy organising virtual planning meetings to support our 

amazing schools and education settings, delivering virtual training for school staff 

and supporting parents and carers through email, telephone support and video 

conferencing support.  

We are here to support you  

If your child is active to the caseload, you should receive contact from a member 

of the team either directly through email or through your child’s 

school SENDCo offering to support you with putting speech and language thera-

py recommendations into practice at home.  We want you to know that where 

parents or carers would find this helpful, an appointment for a video conferencing 

modelling session can be offered with a member of the Schools Speech and Lan-

guage Support Team, who will give practical examples of how to use recommend-

ed resources and activities at home, as well as signposting helpful resources and 

demonstration videos.    

Check out the great resources, videos, apps and advice on our local 

offer page  

The team have also put together a great range of recommended resources, web-

sites, videos and free apps to support the development of children and young 

people’s speech, language and communication skills development at home – 

please check out our local offer page for more details:   

If you have a questions or queries, please do not hesitate to get in touch using 

our team email address at SSLST@iow.gov.uk  
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Our children and young people have been up to some amazing activities during 

their time at home. Harry Smith, 10 years old, has been incredibly creative and 

used his time to raise money for the NHS. His mother, Annie, explains his story:   

 

“Harry is in year 5 at St Thomas of Canterbury Primary School. He decided 

to undertake a t-shirt design project. He looked at different types of t-shirt 

images, decided on a theme and sketched various ideas before creating his 

final design. He had some help from a wonderful friend who digitalised his 

ideas. We then sent his design to Rapanui who printed his incredible work 

onto a t-shirt. 

Lots of his friends commented so positively about his design that we decided 

to launch a website to enable others to buy his design with all the profits 

being donated to NHS Charities Together; a charity that supports NHS staff 

and volunteers working with patients impacted by the COVID 19 crisis. To-

gether with some help from his aunty the website was launched”    

 

Harry’s design can be purchased here: 

smithandbrother.teemill.com 

  

 

Harry Smith modelling his t-shirt design 



Update from the Specialist Teacher Advisory 
Team for Hearing and Vision 

Learning at home 
with Evie 
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The Specialist Teacher Advisory Team for vision and hearing have been working 

hard to adapt during this difficult time. While schools and settings remain closed we 

have been keen to continue the important service we pro-

vide our families, children and young people. 

 

During this time the team continue to be available for advice 

and support via our usual contacts. In addition to communi-

cation with schools and settings, we are offering a Teleserv-

ice to all children and young people on our taught caseloads. 

The aim of this service is to provide sessions as closely 

linked to our typical visits as possible and ensure continued 

collaboration with families and professionals in supporting 

the needs of our children and young people. Please contact 

your specialist teacher for vision or hearing if you would like to 

arrange Telesupport. 

 

For our families accessing sign language support a Teletime session with Steph, 

Communication Support Assistant, can be arranged to keep our young people sign-

ing while at home. Saturday Smilers are also planning a virtual coffee morning for 

our younger children, for more information please contact Petra via email: pet-

ra.robinson@iow.gov.uk 

The team has organised some links and resources that families may find useful: 

Click here for resources 

    

Image used with permission from MedEl  

We asked Evie what she had been up to 

at home:   

 

“Make cakes, unicorn sprinkle cakes.” 

Evie has been working hard in her weekly sessions with Hannah, her Teacher of the Deaf, Lindsey New-

bury, SaLT, and Steph Pugsley, Communication Support Assistant, all while continuing with her home 

school tasks. Well done Evie!   

https://www.iow.gov.uk/Council/OtherServices/Local-Offer-COVID-19/Specialist-Teacher-Advisory-STA
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SEN Children’s 
Services 

Virtual Short Breaks 

Bodster Equine Assisted Learning C.I.C.  

Bodsters have set up virtual sessions area to support people who cannot attend 

face to face sessions due to Coronavirus. They aim to also continue these ses-

sions in the future for people who are unable to attend.  

The opportunity is for young people to come and have a virtual session with the 

ponies via FaceTime, Skype or WhatsApp. The aim is for those who can afford to 

pay a nominal fee to access these virtual session areas, which will help to enable 

Bodster C.I.C to continue their valued work.  

There is also an opportunity to become a Pony Pen Pal   

For more information: www.eaqbodster.co.uk or visit Bodster Equine Assisted 

Learning Centre on Facebook 

 

John Cattle Skate Club   

John is putting out some fun skateboard tasks every week for people to have a go 

at in their own homes. They have also distributed some boards to borrow for 

those who haven't got one so they can join in.  Access these tasks via Facebook 

and Instagram: Skate Club Isle of Wight   @jcskateclub  

 

Care Connect   

Jenny and her team will be posting sensory ideas twice a week. These can be ac-

cessed these via their Facebook and Instagram pages: doodlesinfo  

@doodlesinfo   

 

The Crossley Company   

This new Short Breaks provider has set up some online courses, including the 

online courses for Relax Kids, Thrive and some mindfulness and calming tips and 

techniques. To gain access please email Penny at info@thecrossley.co.uk with 

your first and last name and email address. You will then receive an email with 

your login details.    

 

The short breaks programme is open to all children and young people who have a disa-

bility and additional needs and may require support to participate fully in leisure or rec-

reation activities. Membership is free of charge and entitles the card holder to access a 

number of activities provided by 18 approved providers. Activities are also now available 

throughout the summer holidays.  For more information please 

email:  short.breaks@iow.gov.uk.  

https://www.iow.gov.uk/localoffer
https://www.eaqbodster.co.uk/


Parents Voice IW 

  

Parents Voice IW is the Island’s forum for parents and carers of 

disabled children and young people aged 0-25 years. We aim to 

improve services for local families on the Isle of Wight by helping 

to shape changes to services and enabling the voice of local families 

to be heard. 

 

During the lockdown we have still been able to meet and discuss issues with the local authority, NHS 

and CCG via virtual meetings.  

 

We organised a webinar with Steve Broach (a well known SEND Barrister) on coronavirus related 

changes to the law on EHCPs. We have also highlighted other webinars and trainings online around the 

UK for members to join in with, some free and others for a small charge.  

 

There are some amazing workshop webinars with Yvonne Newbold in June. Yvonne Newbold is a 

writer, speaker and trainer on issues relating to special needs parenting, learning disability, autism and 

other related topics and she has visited the island several times to deliver workshops. These webinars 

will be covering issues such as controlling behaviour in children, sensory processing issues and their 

impact on behaviour, SEND and the teenage years, managing internet access, the importance of rou-

tines, change and transitions in anxiety-led behaviours and demand avoidance in SEND children. Each 

webinar is two hours long and costs £10. 

https://yvonnenewbold.com/webinars-workshops-courses-and-books/ 

 

Please have a look at our Facebook page for details of current SEND news, services, national online 

training and webinars. We post useful information from all sorts of local and national groups and ser-

vices. It’s worth checking regularly as it is updated frequently. 

 

We are hoping to find other ways to reach out to our members in these uncertain times. Again, keep 

checking on Facebook for updates, or contact us using one of the methods below: 

 

 

 

Telephone:  01983 241494 

Email:   parentsvoice@peoplematteriw.org 

Facebook:  Parents Voice IW 

Twitter:   Parents Voice - Isle of Wight @ParentsVoiceIW 

 

 

https://yvonnenewbold.com/webinars-workshops-courses-and-books/
mailto:parentsvoice@peoplematteriw.org


IOW Primary SENCO Professionals Meetings  

These meetings support the development of provision for SEND in 

primary schools as well as providing professional learning opportunities 

for Primary SENCOs. The group is facilitated by a General Inspector 

Advisor SEN from HIAS and are held on the island each term. 

The agenda varies each session, but always includes national and local 

updates together with useful research and resources currently available. 

The meetings provide an excellent opportunity for SENCOs to discuss 

their experiences and share expertise.  

A core element of the meetings is to also support the development of 

the strategic role of the SENCO as a middle leader. 

‘The SENCO role is now a more strategic one working with senior 

leaders to implement SEND policy, and reviewing practice with teachers 

to ensure every pupil with SEND gets the quality of teaching they need.’ 

 

Special educational needs and disability code of  practice:  
0 to 25 years 2015 

Guest speakers are chosen by the group and support the work of the SENCo, providing opportunities to 

develop knowledge and understanding of the services available. In our meeting in July, Catherine Barnard 

from CAHMS will be with us providing an update on the service and what the service can offer schools.  

In future meetings some of the topics we intend to cover are:  Engaging  with parents, SENCo Induction 

Pack and specific areas of SEND strategies, with examples of best practice.  

All SENCOs are encouraged to contribute and share their experiences. The group is available free to all 

primary SENCOs on the island, and if you would like to join in the conversations our next meeting is on 

July 2nd 13.30 – 15.30. 

Future dates are: 24th September 2020 and 21st January 2021. 

All sessions can be booked on the Learning Zone (LMS).  

Janet Cornall General Inspector/SEN Advisor, HIAS.  

 janet.cornall@hants.gov.uk 

 

Secondary SENCOs Professionals Group 

This group meets once every half term to further develop the leadership and management of high quality 

SEND provision and improve outcomes for pupils with SEND in secondary schools. 

The group is facilitated by a General Inspector Advisor SEN from HIAS and participants take an active 

role in identifying and addressing key themes arising from initiatives and contexts at a national, local or 

individual school level. Sessions include discussion; sharing responses to think pieces and additional 

mailto:janet.cornall@hants.gov.uk


reading and research; ‘takeaways’, and access to power point presentations which can be adapted by 

SENCOs for use with staff and other groups. 

Recent foci have included changes to the Ofsted Inspection process and criteria; the implementation of 

recent guidance documents from the Education Endowment Foundation; making relevant changes to the 

curriculum; raising the awareness of staff; practical ways to make the provision described in pupils’ 

EHCPs, and effective communication with parents and carers for example.  

The sessions also provide a mechanism for SENCOs to raise specific concerns and queries and for these 

to be shared with Local Authority Officers. A concern currently under consideration is how the intensity 

and frequency of interventions specified in some pupils’ EHCPs affects and can limit their access to 

subject teaching for example. 

During the period of ‘lockdown’ a session has been held on-line via Microsoft Teams and colleagues have 

been able to access telephone consultations to help with problem solving on issues such as risk 

assessments for pupils with EHCPs. This model of delivery will continue while social distancing is in place. 

Sarah Kiel General Inspector/SEN Advisor, HIAS.  


