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22nd May 2020 
 
Wider opening of school. 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Thank you all for your patience and responses to our initial enquiries in the planning of 
opening the school to more children from the 1st of June. We are all waiting, in anticipation, for 
the government’s decision on May 28th to confirm this. 
We have been busily preparing the school to ensure that we can follow guidance as set out 
by the Department for Education (DfE). I am sure that you will have many questions and I will 
attempt to answer as many of these, within this letter, as possible. However, if you would like 
further information, please contact the school. 
As many of you will appreciate, we have had to adapt to changing guidance, as and when we 
receive it. There will be further updates and changes, and the need to share information with 
you in the coming weeks. 
School will be very different from what we are all used to. Early indications show that many 
families will not be returning to school immediately and that the numbers of children in school 
will be much lower than normal. Although we will do our best to maintain social distancing, 
this will not always be possible. 
Children from Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 will be the first year groups to start to 
phase back into school. We are going to start our phased return on Tuesday 2nd June. 
 
Nursery 
Thank you to those parents who have already indicated their preferences for preschool 
provision. There is no need to do anything if you have already answered the survey or have 
spoken to Mrs Sweatman on the phone.  
Mrs Sweatman will be sending a further survey out today to get final numbers.  
We understand that this is an extraordinary time and this decision will be difficult. If you 
change your mind and decide later that you would like your child to attend, there may be 
some waiting time (up to 2 weeks) to allow for us to arrange for more groups if possible. 
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Children must be booked in before Tuesday 26th May, to ensure that we have the correct 
ratios in place.  
In the first instance there will be one ‘bubble’ across 3 days- Tuesday/ Wednesday/ Thursday.  
The opening times will be 9.30am-2.15pm to allow for the school and preschool to have a 
staggered start and finish. Drop off and collection must be prompt to ensure that families are 
not grouping together.  
The setting will be set out to allow for more effective cleaning. Our staff clean routinely as part 
of the normal daily routine, but this will obviously be greatly enhanced due to the current 
situation.  
Staff will not be wearing PPE, in line with the government guidelines, except when dealing 
with intimate care e.g. nappy changing. 
Children will be encouraged to social distance, however as you are probably already aware 
this is not an expectation from the government guidance due to the children being so young.  
As before hand washing will be supervised throughout the day.  
For those children who will be staying at home, we will continue to update Tapestry 
 
Drop off and Pick up 
Please maintain social distance at pick up and drop off points.  
  
These arrangements will remain for the foreseeable future. 
 
 Nursery Reception and 

Year 1 
Year 6 Key workers 

 Tuesday/ 
Wednesday/ 
Thursday only 

   

Start time 9:30 9:15 9:00 8.45 

Finish time 2:15 2:30 2:45 3:00 

Entrance/exit Children are to be dropped off and 
collected at first green gate by the 
front of the school.  

Normal Year 6 
entrance.   

Continue to be 
dropped off and 
collected at the 
front entrance.   

Friday 
finish  

N/A 12:00 12:15 12:30 

Bubble A Miss Seaman 
Miss 
McKenzie 
Miss Farrell 
Mrs O’Sullivan 

Mrs Smith 
Mrs Sargent 
Mrs Whitewood 

Mrs Boakes 
Mrs Mannix 

Mr Knight 
Mrs Brayford 
Mr Smith 
Miss Chapman 

 
No adults, other than staff, will be allowed on the school site, including at the office. If 
you need to communicate with us, please email or call the school office. 
We are asking just one parent to drop off and collect children, to help with social distancing 
and parents will be required to stand 2 metres apart whilst waiting to drop off and collect 
children. Please ensure that you adhere to the designated times for dropping off and picking 
up to avoid any overlaps with a different bubble of children.   
Parents will be asked to wait at the front of the school when dropping off and picking up.  
An adult will meet all pupils in at their designated entrance. All pupils will have their 
temperature checked with contactless thermometers on entry into school. Pupils will be 
escorted to their base in socially distanced lines. 
Due to the nature of drop off being very different, you may find that your child is more anxious 
or distressed than usual when coming into school. If this happens, we would suggest that as 
part of the transition you take them home and try again the next day. 
School will close on Fridays at 12.30pm for ALL pupils. 



 

  

 
Timetabling and resources 

 Children will be working in groups or ‘bubbles’ of no more than 10, with the same two adults, and will 

remain in those groups throughout the day. 

 Groups will be set by the school. We cannot guarantee that pupils will be with all of their friends. 

 There will be no mixing of bubbles – each bubble will have their own classroom, which only they will 

use. 

 Classrooms have been organised to observe social distancing, but it will not be possible to maintain 

social distancing in Nursery, Reception and Year 1. (We are following guidance on hygiene and 

maintaining healthy distances for the younger children, as set out in the DfE guidance, to ensure we 

keep the children as safe as possible.) 

 We will endeavour to use the school grounds as much as possible so that children spend much of their 

time outside. 

 In Years 1 and 6, each child will have their own stationery pack and resources at their desks. 

 Children will not be moving around freely and the use of toilets will be managed. 

 Break times and lunch times will be scheduled at different times for each bubble. 

 Lunch will be eaten in the classroom or outside (weather permitting). 

Hygiene 
 Children will wash their hands regularly throughout the day. 

 Each bubble will have its own cleaning kit to wipe down surfaces and equipment regularly through the 

day. 

 The school will be cleaned daily and a deep clean will happen every Friday. 

 Staff will not be wearing PPE unless dealing with intimate care or specific types of first aid. 

 Each bubble will have handwashing arrangements and facilities. 

 Toilet facilities will be monitored and cleaned regularly. 

 Any child showing signs of illness will be isolated until collected. 

 If any child or connected relative develops any COVID-19 symptoms, all of the parents of the children in 

that bubble will be contacted and advised to stay at home until a result from a test has been received. 

Parent preparations 
 Please discuss with your children the meaning of social distancing, the importance of handwashing, 

temperature checking and why PPE equipment may be used. 

 Children will need to bring in a sun hat, and sun cream which they can apply themselves. 

 Children should wear their PE Kit – this should be washed as regularly as possible. 

 Children will need to bring a packed lunch, unless they require a free school meal, and a healthy snack. 

 Water bottles should be filled before coming into school. 

 No personal belongings should be brought into school e.g. pencil cases, books and book bags. 

As you will all appreciate, this is a very challenging time for all concerned and the situation 
changes daily. We must ensure that we are following the DfE guidance and we will endeavour 
to communicate any changes to you as swiftly as possible. 
 
 
Mr Snow 
 
 


